
SOCIAL INDICATORS     EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY
Competing in the global economy starts at the primary and secondary education levels.  According
to a study by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the United States
is losing ground in education as other nations post bigger gains in academic achievement and school
graduations.
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GRADUATION RATES

To compete and prosper in today’s global
economy a mix of technical and basic skills is
required.  Completing high school is a critical
first step in obtaining these skills.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

Contra Costa County high school graduation
rates have declined sharply over the past
decade.  Only 85% of the seniors graduated in
2004, down significantly from a high of 97%
eight years earlier.   Acalanes Union High (97%)
has the highest graduation rates followed by
San Ramon Valley Unified (93.6%), then West
Contra Costa Unified (87.1%), and Mt Diablo
Unified (86%).  East Contra Costa High School
Districts have the lowest graduation rates in the
County.  In 2003 and 2004, County high school
graduation rates were below both the Bay Area
(86.7%) and the State (86.9%).

SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

The Academic Performance Index (API)
measures the academic performance and
growth of schools based on the results of
statewide testing.  The State Board of Education
has set an API score of 800 as the target to
which all schools should aspire.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

Only two school districts, Acalanes Union High
and San Ramon Valley Unified, achieved the
Statewide Performance Target for high schools.
All districts, however, showed improvement
between 2004-2005.  The top performing schools
were Campolindo (882), Miramonte (866), San
Ramon Valley High (848), Monte Vista High
(842), and Acalanes (840).  High schools in
Central and South County performed the best
overall.

STUDENT PERFORMANCE

State requirements for graduation now require
passing the high school exit exam (both math
and English Language Arts) in order to receive
a diploma.  Passing the high school exit exam
signifies mastery of the minimal skills necessary
for a student to succeed after high school.
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HOW ARE WE DOING?

Students in Central and South County high
schools perform better than West and East
county schools.  Except for Pittsburg Unified
and West Contra Costa Unified, all school
districts did better than the Statewide average.

COLLEGE PREP COURSES

Completing some type of education beyond high
school is increasingly important for working in
the highly competitive global economy.  High
school graduates who have completed all
courses required for entrance to U.C. and/or
C.S.U. and who have satisfactory SAT scores
are eligible for admission to these institutions.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

Contra Costa schools compare favorably to the
rest of the Bay Area and have a significantly
higher percentage of students completing college
prep courses than the state as a whole. However,
the percentage of high school students in Contra
Costa who have completed the courses required
for entrance to California colleges has declined
over the past six years.

NATIONAL RANKINGS

Preparing for college admissions is becoming
more competitive.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

Local high school students are not taking the
same number of AP exams as their counter-
parts at other high schools across the nation
according to a study conducted by Time
Magazine of the 1,000 Best High Schools in the
U.S.  No Contra Costa school made it in the top
100 schools.  Miramonte and Acalanes were
among the top California schools.
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SOURCE: Time Magazine, 1000 Best High Schools in the U.S., 2004
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE, 1995- 2004
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4 Local High School Students Less Prepared
Than Those From Leading U. S. Schools

Percent of High School Students Completing
College Prep Classes is Declining

H.S. GRADS COMPLETING COLLEGE PREP COURSES
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SOCIAL INDICATORS      STANDARD OF LIVING
Most Contra Costa County residents enjoy a relatively high standard of living.  Although most individuals
and families are relatively well off, there are a number of elderly and families with children living below
the poverty threshold.  Economically disadvantage families struggle to make ends meet and children
often do not have enough to eat in order to perform well at school.
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PERSONAL INCOME

Personal income is a major determinant of our
standard of living.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

The growth in personal income has remained
relatively flat for the past five years, increasing
by only 2%.  Contra Costa County, which ranked
number one in the State in terms of the highest
personal income has dropped to fourth place.
In 1995, the County was ranked number one in
the state, then dropped to number two behind
Marin County - from 1996 through 1997, before
falling to fourth place behind Marin, Santa Clara,
and San Mateo since 1998.  Although incomes
have flattened, housing prices have increased
along with the cost of living.

INCOME  DISTRIBUTION

The distribution of income shows how well off
households are relative to each other.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

The vast majority of households in Contra Costa
have relatively high incomes.  The median
household income in 2004 was $67,823, which
was well above  both the state ($51,185) and
national averages ($44,684).  Despite a high
median household income, there are a number
of individuals and families living below the
poverty threshold of $19,157 for a family of four
and $9,827 for an individual.  Approximately
11.2% of those living below the poverty threshold
were under the age of 18 and 5.7% were over
the age of 65.
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POVERTY

Despite generally high incomes there are still
families with children living below the poverty
threshold in Contra Costa.  It is difficult to get
an education or compete in the global economy
when you are struggling to meet your basic
needs.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

Contra Costa County is becoming a county of
have and have-nots.  More than 18,000 families
live below the poverty line.  The percentage of
families living below the poverty threshold has
nearly doubled over the past five years.  The
growth in the number of families living below
the poverty line is partly a reflection of the
growing number of immigrants who lack the
education and job skills for high wage jobs.

GROWING INCOME GAP

A community seeks to improve its quality of life
in part by raising the standard of living of all of its
residents. If the disparity in income between the
wealthiest and lowest income residents is growing,
it is an indicator that some families are being left
behind and are not sharing in the community’s
improving quality of life.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

In 2005, the median household income of the
wealthiest zip code in the County ($229,508 in
94528 - Diablo) was 6.1 times higher than that
of the lowest income zip code ($37,419 in 94801
- Richmond). This compares to a disparity
between the wealthiest and poorest zip codes
of 5.6 times in 2000 and 5.2 times in 1990.

The median household income in the wealthiest
zip code increased 97% from 1990 to 2004
while median household income increased 68%
in the lowest income zip code.



Source: California Franchise Tax Board
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME
BY ZIP CODE
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Income Gap Is Growing
Between Wealthiest and
Poorest Communities

2 Most Contra Costa County Residents
Are Relatively Well Off, But ...
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3  ...The Number of Families With Children Living
Below Poverty Line is Increasing Rapidly
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SOCIAL INDICATORS      HOUSING AFFORABILITY
The ability to attract and retain a competitive workforce depends in part on the area's cost of living and
housing affordability.  As housing prices have increased over the past ten years traditional financing
methods have given way to alternative financing methods, thereby allowing more buyers to be able
to purchase a home.
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HOW ARE WE DOING?

Contra Costa County offers a wide spectrum of
housing prices, ranging from homes priced near
$500,000 in West and East County to homes
costing well over $1,000,000 in South County.
Central County offers the broadest range of
housing prices.

HOUSING AFFORDABILTY
A broad range of housing for all income levels
helps maintain a balanced community that is
affordable for lower- and moderate-income
workers, such as teachers, nurses, police,
fireman, and office workers.   Younger, first-time
buyers increasingly encounter pricing levels that
put them out of the homeownership market.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

During the late 1990's housing affordability
dropped precipitously as the economy flourished.
In recent years, housing has become more
affordable in part due to lower mortgage rates
and alternative financing methods.  The minimum
household income needed to purchase the
median-priced home would be $114,000, for
which only 20% of the households in Contra
Costa would qualify.

PERCENT OF INCOME SPENT ON
HOUSING
Housing affordability is defined as the percentage
of income residents spend on housing.  With
rising prices, lenders are using new metrics to
qualify buyers.  This allows more buyers to afford
higher home prices and still be able to make
the monthly payments.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

Contra Costa residents spend an average of
$2,066 per month on housing.  For most
residents this represents less than 35% of their
monthly income.  However, between 2000-2003
those paying 35% or more of their monthly
income on housing increased by almost 27%.
As interest rates move upward, more first time
buyers and those with incomes below the median
will struggle to afford purchasing a home.3

MEDIAN HOME PRICES

Housing costs are a key factor in determining
whether a community is affordable.  The avail-
ability and price of housing within a region
influences who can purchase and where they
will live.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

Home prices in Contra Costa County have
increased steadily over the past ten years, driven
by low interest rates, population growth, and
strong demand. The median selling price for
existing homes is up 66.7% from 2000.   New
housing prices have gone up in part due to
buyer preferences for larger homes and more
amenities. Contra Costa County has lower
median home prices than the other urban
counties in the Bay Area. Rising home prices,
however, have made housing less affordable
compared to Solano County to the north and
San Joaquin County to the east, which attract
workers willing to commute long distances in
order to purchase a home.

APARTMENT RENTS

A variety of housing opportunities provide
choices in location, lifestyle, and price.  Higher
density housing, such as apartments, condo-
miniums, and townhomes, especially when they
are located near downtown areas and public
transit, provides affordable housing and
enhances the quality of life.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

Although average rental rates have increased
by 71% over the past ten years, peaking in
2001, higher density rental housing continues
to provide an attractive, more affordable alter-
native to homeownership.  Some cities, such
as Walnut Creek and Concord, are developing
higher density housing close to their downtown
areas, which is attractive to young professionals
and empty-nesters alike.

SUB-REGION HOUSING PRICES

Ideally, a wide variation in housing prices by
neighborhood creates opportunities for families
and indiviuals at all income levels to purchase
a home and move up to a better home as their
incomes grow.
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A l a m e d a   C o .

C o n t r a   C o s t a   C o .

S o l a n o C o .

C o n t r a C o s t a C o .

680

580

580

80

680

780

101

101

80

101

101

80

242

4

24

24

4

4

880

280

680

San Ramon

Concord

Walnut Creek

Alamo

Diablo

Pleasant
Hill

Clayton

Martinez

Lafayette

Orinda

Moraga

Hercules

Crockett

El Sobrante

Rodeo

El Cerrito

Berkeley

Oakland

Blackhawk
Danville

Oakley

Brentwood

Bethel Island

Discovery Bay

Pinole
San

Pablo

San
Francisco

Pittsburg

San Francisco Bay

Marin
County

Knightsen

Alameda

Richmond

32

SOURCE: DataQuick (data are for September in each year)

Source: RealFacts
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SOCIAL INDICATORS      BASIC NUTRITION
The ability to obtain enough food for an active, healthy life is the most basic of human needs.  California
has food insecurity and hunger rates that are significantly higher than the national average.  The
mental and physical changes that accompany inadequate food intakes can have harmful effects on
learning, development, productivity, physical and psychological health, and family life.

1

2

EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRIES

People living on tight budgets -- particularly
families with young children and seniors living
on low fixed incomes -- often face the decision
between buying medications or buying food.
Food bank-sponsored meals programs and
supplemental food distribution services serve
people with chronic needs and local food pantries
provide emergency food supplies for people
who have temporarily run out of money for food.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

In 2004, the Food Bank of Contra Costa and
Solano received and distributed over 4.5 million
pounds of surplus food to individuals and families
in Contra Costa.  While food contributions have
increased 9.5% since 1998, the need for
supplemental food has increased three times
as fast (31.4%). The number of households
served has been increasing in Central County
and declining in East County.

FOOD ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

The federal government now requires every
school district to adopt a "wellness policy" by
July 2006 that will set nutrition standards for all
food available on school campuses, as well as
goals for physical education and nutrition
education.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

Food assistance programs are not adequately
serving the needy.  Over 11,000 eligible students
(26%) and over 9,000 eligible children (33%) in
Contra Costa are not getting reduced-price
meals and snacks at schools and summer
recreation centers. Only 15% of the children up
to age 12 and impaired adults who are eligible
for CACFP are receiving food assistance.   Of
the 45,000 people eligible for Food Stamps in
the County, over 21,000 people (47%) are not
enrolled.
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POOR NUTRITION CONTRIBUTES
TO REDUCED STUDENT
PERFORMANCE

The California Healthy Kids Survey shows that
API scores go up as 1) physical activity goes
up, 2) the proportion of students who meet their
basic nutritional needs goes up, and 3) the
percentage of students who report that they eat
breakfast goes up.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

Over 27% of our primary and secondary school
students are hampered in their ability to achieve
top academic performance because of hunger.
Adequate student nutrition is a significant
problem in West County.

SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAMS

The Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program
helps low-income primary and secondary school
students get at least one good meal a day.
Participation in the Lunch Program serves as
an indicator of how well lower income students
are able to meet their nutritional needs.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

In 2004, over 32,000 students countywide
participated in the Free or Reduced Price Lunch
Program. At 15 of the county’s 28 high schools
more than 10% of students participate in the
school lunch program; at six high schools, more
than 30% participate.

Schools with high percentages of students in
the Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program have
average API scores 100 to 200 points lower
than schools where adequate nutrition is not an
issue.  All other factors aside, schools with 10%
or more students in the Lunch Program generally
have lower API scores.
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